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of his fears, I again urged him to dress, his anxiety became over-
whelming. He went and lay down on top of the chest of drawers,
covering himself all over with the cloths which he had (on previous
days) used for wiping the floor and washing the wall ("Daddy's
tummy" and "Granny's bottom"). When he covered himself
with these cloths, therefore, he represented the injured grand-
mother and dead father. He lay very still, as if lifeless. When, for
practical reasons, I once more asked him to put his clothes on,
he became extremely angry, and tried to bite me in his rage.
Then he said: "There's lions and tigers and walruses in the room",
looking about him in a way which showed that to him the room
actually was full of these threatening animals. I told him that
these fierce animals represented me; in his mind, I was now
certain to bite him in revenge, because he had tried to do this
to me in his anger with me. This interpretation relieved him
enough for him to be able to obey my request, and (with my
help) get dressed and leave in a fairly cairn state of mind.
The following session, he wanted to undress as soon as he
arrived; I refused to agree (partly because it was cold weather and
he had so recently had an attack of pneumonia); whereupon he
became defiant. He then burnt a lot of paper in the hearth,
urinated on the floor and mixed up the burnt paper with the
urine (and water) on the floor, making a black mess all over the
floor. Having failed to change my mind by his defiance, he now
tried other means. He went to the lavatory and defaecated,
coming back to me and saying in a confident and coaxing tone:
"Mow I will undress!" Evidently he felt quite certain that now
he had got rid of the dangerous objects from his inside, I should
let him undress. When I again said "No55, he once more said
there were "lions in the room", looking at these "lions" and
hitting out at them, with such a fixed and intense gaze as to make
it quite certain that he had a definite hallucination, seeing them
clearly and objectively. My unwillingness to let him undress
had been taken by him to mean that he had not been able to
leave the "lions'5 (destructive faeces and dangerous internalized
penis) safely in the lavatory, as well as that I would not let him
have the pleasure and reassurance he was seeking; and this made
him want to bite me like a lion, and then again fear my revenge.
I told him that these fierce "lions'* not only stood for me and the
vengeful attack he feared I should make upon him, but also for
the lion-father (no longer "kind") inside hirriselft He felt he must